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Emereo Classics, Australia, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 252 x 194 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.J. Sheridan LeFanus Carmilla stands as one of the richest, most literate
and most enduring stories in the history of the vampire sub-genre. Many rate it higher than Bram Stokers
Dracula, and while that estimation is at least debatable, there is no debate that Carmilla has exerted a mighty
influence, consciously or not, on most vampire fiction to follow in its wake, Dracula not excepted. Indeed,
Stokers original early chapter in his masterpiece, later published independently as Draculas Guest, is
particularly indebted to LeFanus earlier work. As to which is better, let each reader decide for himself--and so
enjoy them both! The story is deceptively simple. A young girl, shaken up in a carriage accident, is left by her
traveling mother in the care of the narrators father. Laura, the young woman in whose voice we are told the
tale, becomes fast friends with her new acquaintance, a friendship that is put to a powerful test when a strange
malady begins infesting the idyllic Styrian countryside with nightmares, fever, and death. LeFanus style is
unhurried, intelligent, and subtle, and the result is an eminently readable tale of mystery and the macabre that
holds up remarkably well to repeated perusals. Though not as famous as Dracula, and certainly written on a
much smaller scale than Stokers epic vampire opus, Carmilla is the more sustained and concentrated of the
two. Many have traditionally argued that the novella, or short novel, is the ideal vehicle for a horror story,
allowing for plenty of characterization and plot development without pushing the story itself beyond its
dramtic limits. This reviewer tends to agree, and asserts that whereas Dracula, masterwork that it is, often...
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