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1860 Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of Massachusetts: The sensibility with which I feel this cordial reception, I
want words to express. All that I can do is to say, that I most sincerely thank you, and that I shall ever gratefully
remember it. The place too where it is given, imparts to it, if that were possible, an additional value. Faneuil
Hall! What thoughts rush to the memory, at its very name? How lost the soul, that can within its sacred
precincts, fail to be inspired by the impulse of a pure patriotism, and an undying love of his whole country?
What names rise in their majesty before us? What times and issues and struggles? The very ground we stand
upon is holy. Here, was Freedom s temple. Here did the voices ring, that called a nation to arms, and echoing
and re-echoing through the entire extent of our land, made their way across the deep, carrying glad tidings to
the oppressed of the world, and dismay and alarm, to the oppressors. Then, no degrading sectional prejudices
threatened disaster. Then, no thought was entertained of interfering with our respective social institutions. Each
and all were patriotic. They knew but one country, that which included all the States. They knew but one
freedom, that which was comprehensive of our whole land. They fought and bled for it, and achieved it not for
one but for all, and believed, as I trust in heaven the result will prove that they...
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