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Original publisher: Washington, D. C. : The Commission, 1997. OCLC Number: (OColLC)49982068 Subject:
Communication in law enforcement -- United States. Excerpt: . . . Terrorism is the unlawful use of force or
violence against persons or property to intimidate or coerce a government, the civilian population, or any
segment 21 thereof in furtherance of political or social objectives. The researchers noted that poor
communication between Federal, State and local law enforcement may have accounted for lack of uniformity
in defining terrorism and what 22 constitutes a terrorist act. They also concluded that, despite near universal
acknowledgment of the potential for terrorism, there was no agreement on what to do about it. Training,
communications, coordination, and procedures were found to vary between cities and even 23 between law
enforcement agencies within a city. The researchers also noted that the FBI is the lead Federal agency for
countering terrorism in the United States. As of then ( 1993 ), the FBI has established joint terrorism task forces
with State and local law enforcement agencies in Boston, Chicago, Denver, Houston, Los Angeles, Miami,
Newark, New York, Philadelphia and San Diego. The report noted the extremely high cost of these task forces, in
that the FBI pays overtime to the participating local law enforcement officers, provides vehicles, office space,
specialized equipment and other general services support. However, the result has been extremely close
relations and coordination between the 24 FBI and their law enforcement partners. In contrast to the terrorism
task forces, however, the research determined that only 25 percent of 25 the survey respondents had received
FBI assistance in review of terrorism contingency plans. Some 41 percent of the reporting municipalities
advised they had never had contact with Federal...
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