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Feb; 11, 1830; Also an Address on the Moral And Appointed at a Public Meeting, held at the Court-House in
Philadelphia, on the 11th Feb. 1830, for promoting Public Education, To the Friends of a General System of
Equal Public Education, in the State of Pennsylvania, Fellow Citizens - We respectfully solicit your active co-
operation in carrying into effect the most important public measure that has presented itself since the
achievement of our national independence and political feeedom, a general system of equal public education.
From the rapid increase of population, and multiplied facilities of intercourse, the simplicity of manners that
characterized the earlier citizens of Pennsylvania, is fast yielding to European customs, and our children are
growing up unprovided with that mental cultivation which is so essential to the formation of a character to
withstand the temptations to which they must be exposed, or counteract the machinations which the wily may
invent for their circumvention. We have discarded the political errors of the old world, - let us also avoid its
moral errors by adapting our popular education to our popular system of government. While internal
improvement, agriculture, manufactures, commerce, and arts, are making rapid and astonishing advances, it
is more astonishing that mental improvement the most essential of all improvements, should be so little
cherished by our legislative agents. Millions are freely yielded every year from the public treasury...
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