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them into operating license amendments for the TVA reactors. At the time we spoke with them, NRC officials
were not aware that fewer TPBARs than planned were being irradiated in the Watts Bar 1 reactor.
Subsequently, in a February 2010 letter from TVA, the NRC was officially informed of how many TPBARs were
being irradiated in the reactor. With regard to plans that were discussed to irradiate TPBARs in the Watts Bar 2
reactor when it is completed, NRC officials pointed out that technical issues that usually accompany any new
reactor startup may not be resolved in time for TPBARs to be irradiated by the reactors second fueling cycle.
NRC officials were also not informed of proposals being developed to install reactor coolant holding tanks or
tritium removal systems at the reactors and of potential future license amendment applications to increase the
amount of tritium the reactors would be allowed to release into the environment. NRCs approval of these
modifications, such as the construction of tritium removal systems at the TVA reactors, is uncertain because,
according to NRC officials, there is currently no regulatory framework for the construction and operation of
tritium effluent management technologies in the United States. DOD is responsible for implementing the U. S.
nuclear deterrent strategy, NNSA Is Currently which includes establishing the military requirements associated
with Meeting Tritium planning for the nuclear weapons stockpile. NNSA and DOD work together to produce the
Nuclear Weapons Stockpile Memorandum. This Requirements, but memorandum outlines a proposed plan for
the President to sign to guide Uncertainty Exists in U. S. nuclear stockpile activities. This plan specifies the size
and...
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