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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****THE division of the official literature of the Roman rite into six books the
Missal, Breviary, Pontifical, Ritual, Ceremonial of Bishops and the Martyrology is not primitive, although it is
very ancient; for in primitive times there were no liturgical books properly so-called. The Bible was all-sufficient;
and while it yielded the psalms, canticles and lessons of the Office, the essential formulae of the mass and the
sacraments were handed down by oral tradition. Nevertheless the discoveries of liturgical science during the
last few years have established beyond doubt and discussion that some of these formula were already written
down before the beginning of the fourth century and traces of them can be found in the third and even in the
second centuries. If we except certain ante-Nicene formularies, and also the Sacramentary of Serapion (fourth
century) and the Apostolic Constitutions (fourth and fifth centuries), the oldest known examples of liturgical
books are the Sacramentaries which go back in their primitive forms to the seventh and eighth centuries. These
contained the fonnulce and prayers of the mass, and sometimes also blessings, rites of ordination and the
prayers of the canonical Office. A Sacramentary such as these, then, supplied in one book the place of the
Missal, Pontifical, Ritual, and even Breviary and Office books. Later there appear side by side with the
Sacramentarles other books in their separate forms: The Breviary (known in those days as the Antiphonary),
the Ritual, and the Pontifical. Especially since the XVIth century the individuality of these books has become
entirely clear; each has assumed a particular character and function, and interchangeability became a thing of
the past. The Ritual (Latin ritus, rite)...
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